
As a hiring partner at Hall Prangle & Schoonveld LLC, things 
have come full-circle for Michele C. Anderson.

Her firm is staffed with lawyers who worked with her 
decades ago in the medical litigation department at the 
former Lord Bissell & Brook LLP. Since the late 1990s, An-
derson and her colleagues have built a rapport with each 
other, creating a positive environment at the firm.

“It’s funny, it’s been a really great experience when you 
think about how many years you’ve known each other,” An-
derson said. “These are people we like to say, we all grew up 
together, now we’re working together as senior attorneys.” 

The 51-year-old equity partner and mother of two teen-
agers said despite her years of experience practicing med-
ical-malpractice defense, she is still learning new things.

“What I think I’ve really learned is, no matter how senior 
we get as attorneys, that working together as a team — al-
ways sharing ideas with each other, always brainstorming 

ideas with each other — you never lose that need to work 
with your partners as a team,” Anderson said. 

Anderson joined Hall Prangle and Schoonveld in 2015, 
departing from Anderson Rasor & Partners LLP. She was 
an income partner at that firm when she was named to the 
2007 40 Under Forty list.

In her med-mal defense practice, Anderson has devel-
oped a specialty for defending obstetricians and nurses in 
birth trauma cases. 

Anderson is very involved with The Society of Trial 
Lawyers, which promotes collegiality between the plain-
tiff’s and defense bars. This month, Anderson becomes the 
president of the society.

“I think that’s one of the best things about our commu-
nity, is our ability to get along with each other, our profes-
sionalism with each other and the relationships we build 
with each other,” Anderson said.
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Douglas A. Albritton
Now: Founding partner, 
Actuate Law LLC
Then: Freeborn & Peters LLP

Michele C. Anderson
Now: Partner at Hall 
Prangle & Schoonveld LLC
Then: Anderson Rasor & Partners LLP

Karina Ayala-Bermejo
Now: President & CEO, Instituto del Progreso Latino
Then: The Chicago Bar Association

Kenyanna Scott Bell
Now: Vice president and litigation counsel at ADP in 
Roseland, N.J.
Then: Jenner & Block LLP

Sean M. Berkowitz
Now: Partner at Latham & Watkins LLP
Then: Latham & Watkins

Moria Bernstein
Now: Partner at Law Offices of Moria Bernstein
Then: Law Offices of Moria Bernstein

David C. Blum
Now: Deputy Chair, Tax Practice Group at Akerman LLP
Then: Levenfeld Pearlstein LLC

Jeffrey R. Blumberg
Now: Partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP
Then: Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Richard R. Boykin
Now: Partner at Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Then: Barnes & Thornburg

Scott D. Braun
Now: Member at Clark Hill PLLC
Then: Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold LLP

Mark A. Brown
Now: Partner, Law Offices of Lane & Lane LLC
Then: Law Offices of Lane & Lane

Yao O. Dinizulu
Now: Founder at Dinizulu Law Group
Then: Harris Mitchell & Dinizulu LLC

Lee J. Eulgen
Now: Partner, Neal Gerber & Eisenberg LLP
Then: Neal Gerber & Eisenberg

Mitchell S. Feinberg
Now: Principal at Chuhak & Tecson P.C.
Then: Chuhak & Tecson

Keith E. Fruehling
Now: Shareholder at Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen P.C.
Then: Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen

Mark C. Galasso
Now: Director at Tribler Orpett & Meyer P.C.
Then: Tribler Orpett & Meyer

Ellen Girard Georgiadis
Now: Associate general counsel at MillerCoors LLC
Then: Quarles & Brady

Arthur Gollwitzer III
Now: Partner at Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Then: Michael Best & Friedrich

2007

Plaintiffs with personal-injury claims often have 
additional workers’ compensation issues they 
need to resolve with their employers.

That’s why Corboy & Demetrio P.C. partner Mi-
chelle M. Kohut expanded her practice to include 
workers’ compensation.

“We had always referred workers’ comp out,” 
Kohut said. “If we can have both P-I and workers’ 
comp cases, I think it benefits our clients — rather 
than having two different firms handling it, we can 
have it single, in-house.”

Kohut was named to the 40 Under Forty list in 
2007. At the time, she was a third-year at the Cor-
boy firm. She was elevated to partner in January.

Kohut said she’s stayed with the firm because 
of the “level of practice and cases I get to work on” 
as well as the camaraderie she experiences there.

“It’s like a second family to me,” said the 
45-year-old partner. “All these people are very 
supportive of my practice. It’s a very good group 
of people.”

Justine Young Gottshall
Now: Partner at InfoLawGroup LLP
Then: Wildman Harrold Allen & Dixon LLP

John J. Hamill
Now: Partner at DLA Piper
Then: Jenner & Block LLP

Peter D. Hoste
Now: Partner at Leahy & Hoste LLC
Then: Leahy & Hoste

Ryan B. Jacobson
Now: Equity member at SmithAmundsen LLC
Then: SmithAmundsen

Michelle M. Kohut
Now: Partner at Corboy & Demetrio P.C.
Then: Corboy & Demetrio

Michael E. Kujawa
Now: Partner at Schain Banks Kenny & Schwartz Ltd.
Then: Judge James & Kujawa LLC

Sang-yul Lee
Now: Partner at K&L Gates LLP
Then: Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Gregory B. Mann
Now: Principal at Much Shelist P.C.
Then: Much Shelist

Shannon M. McNulty
Now: Partner at Clifford Law Offices
Then: Clifford Law Offices

James “Jay” R. Nuttall
Now: Partner at Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Then: McAndrews Held & Malloy

Katherine A. O’Dell
Now: Partner at Amari & Locallo
Then: Amari & Locallo

Sonya Olds Som
Now: Partner at Heidrick & Struggles
Then: Laner Muchin

Susan A. Pipal
Now: General manager at Blueprint Tours Inc. in Riverside
Then: Partner at Winston & Strawn LLP

Michele C. Anderson 
Class of 2007

• Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law, 
J.D., cum laude

• University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign, B.A., 
Political Science and 
English 

• President, The Society of 
Trial Lawyers, 2019-2020

The U.S. housing bubble  
finally burst.

Barry Bonds claimed the  
all-time home run title  

in August … then got indicted 
in November.

The Bears played in Super Bowl 
XLI, but halftime performer 

Prince stole the show.
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The first iPhone debuted, and 
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Jody B. Pravecek
Now: Associate general counsel at Preferred 
Capital Funding
Then: Cogan & McNabola P.C.

Mark D. Rasmussen
Now: Partner at Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Then: Chapman & Cutler LLP

Jean Prendergast Rooney (died Dec. 9, 2015)

Then: Crishman & Kubes Ltd.

Matthew M. Rundio
Now: Partner at Krzak Rundio Law Group LLC
Then: Lloyd & Cavanagh

Michael C. Rupe
Now: Retired
Then: Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Craig M. Sandberg
Now: Shareholder at Sandberg Law Office P.C.
Then: Muslin & Sandberg

Eric L. Schulman
Now: Senior partner at Schiller DuCanto & 
Fleck LLP
Then: Schiller DuCanto & Fleck

Alexander M. Sukhman
Now: Partner at Sukhman Yagoda
Then: Kralovec Jambois & Schwartz

Jeffrey S. Taylor
Now: Partner at Spesia & Taylor
Then: Spesia, Ayers & Ardaugh

Rihanna’s “Umbrella” was the 
hit song of the summer.
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shape 
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